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- Spying With a

Presidents and political leaders
seem obliged to talk down to the peo-
ple about the delicate, disagreeable
and dangerous game of international
espionage. Keep it simple is the rule;
there are good guys, bad guys and a
whole lot you shouldn’t trouble your-
self thinking about.

Old pros in intelligence—and 1 am
talking about real spies, not the high-
technology stuff—talk differently. They
talk cynically, up front. Knowing it's @
jungle out there, they do not confuse €s-
pionage with crime in the streets. The
"talk we have been hearing about spying
recently—and the case involving Israel
in particular—is a perfect illustration of
why, if you want a rounded view, it’s
good to stick with the pros.

In his recent Saturday radio address
on the subiect, for example, President
Reagan dwelt on the threat to the
West from a growing swarm of KGB
agents working for the Soviets and
their satellites in the United States
and around the world.

“There is no reason to sugarcoat
reality,” the president said, adding:
“The free world is today confronted
with some of the most sophisticated,
best orchestrated efforts of theft and
espionage in modern history.”

True enough. But when the presi-
dent promises to “root out and prose-
cute the spies of any nation,” and in-
sists “we will let the chips fall where
they may”—and still can’t bear to
mention the Israeli case—he is not
just sugarcoating reality. He is doing a
disservice to public understanding.

The same may be said for the argu-
ments we are getting from Israel’s best
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American friends: that the Jonathan Jiy
Pollard case is the work of irresponsible,
overzealous underlings. “We can
straighten this out in no time,” Sen. Pat
Moynihan (D-N.Y.) said the other day.
lfso,whydidittakelsrael‘aﬁdlweek

time to time without the slightest sense
of obligationtocomselwithmeUni_ted
States in advance. T
Theoldhandstakeitforgrantedunt
Israel conducts intelligence operations
in the United States. They assume. as
weuﬂntaiterassortedsmrim—.-ﬁe
1956 Suez war, the Israeli ing ‘of

rael's war in Lebanon—ithe United
States has been doing its own intefli-
gencecheddngonlsrael.

Sugar Coat

Andyetwmmeysaysomnlwd—
well.omsiderthemctiontheomerday
when former director of central intetli-
gence Richard Helms did just that.-He
said that “d\eonlysinmapimag‘.is

ing caught.” That “friends spy, p0

allies, he replied: “I hope s0.”

Well you could have knocked Sam
Donaldson over with a classified docu-
ment. If the only crime was beﬁ
caught, why have espionage laws,
wanted to know. By that standard,
Donaldson pressed on, we might, as
well cheat on our income taxes—as
long as we don’t get caught. !

Helms struggled in vain to explain
the difference between taxes and-es-
pionage. He tried to explain that.the
subtleties and just plain lawbrealhg
involved in intelligence and countetjn-
telligence activities are not SO much a
matter of cops-and-robbers as of dam-
age limitation. But the espionage
struggle in the shadows between
friends as well as adversaries aretind
the world i8 not a subject that lend¥it-
self to Sunday talk shows or to presi-
dential radio chats with the folks, -~

Still less does it lend itself to promises
to “root out” the rascals, whoever they
are, letting “chips fall where they n)ay."
Don't tell anybody, but we have some
chips of our own at risk in this game:
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